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WAREBLER MIGRATIOM AT TORONTO, 1988
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George M. Fairfield

of the Toronto Ornithological Club. The
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the relative abundance of each species
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METHQODS AND STUDY AREAS

The 21 most caommon species of warbler were chosen as inhdicators
ocf the migration through Toronto. For additional information
and comparison three other species which migrate through Toronto
at the same time as the warblers were also counted. They were,
Swainson’s thrush, scarlet tanager, and rose-breasted grosbeak.

obszrvers making daily counts
the month of May plus the
therp were six studay areas

Toronto.
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lists the study areas, the number of visits made to them
and the nams of the obssrvers responsible for each
area.
All th= pbssrvers ars compsltent, expesrienced birders capable of
identifving all the species by by voice and in all plumages.
TABLE 1
Study Areas Mumber of Ubserver
Visits
McCowan Park 30 Edmund Johns
Moore PFPark Ravine 33 George Fairfield
& Harry Kerr
Mount Plsasant Cemetery 35 Harry Kerr
Rosedale Valley 32 Donald Peuramaki
Unwin Avenue 32 Donald Peuramaki
Wychwood Park 3& Hugh Curry &
_____ Herb Elliot
1?8
On no day wers less than three areas covered.
THE MIGRATIOMN PATTERMNM
=i = natisrn of the warblers at Toronto
with = Z1 species groupesd,
Ths s spring wmigration 18 the large
- Therse was an average count of
very niahn for the rather
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tailed account of the migration patterns will be
he writer has examined the weather maps at
limate Control Center.

NUMBER OF WARBLERS SEENM

In the Metropolitan Toronto area a total of 15337 warblers of the
21 species studied were counted on the 198 visits giving an
average of 7.3 birds per visit. This is a little higher than in
1927 but still well bslow the numbers counted in the early
192707 <.
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gives the figures for the nine years for which our
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calculations have been completed.
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TABLE 2
Date Ng. of Yis Birds Counted Birds per Visit
1770 117 1413 12.1
1971 ?F 1255 12.8
1972 z43 2600 1G.5
1 = 270 3070 i1.4
174 203 3174 10.5
i = 01 Z23Z1 9.7
iesd 108 864 8.0
1787 av i3z 7.0
192&& 1932 1537 7.8
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RELATIVE ABUNDAPNCE OF THE SPECIES STUDIED

Table 2 gives the order of aburdance of the warblers for the
years 1870 through 1975, 1984,1%987 and 1988. The most common
warbler is given the number | and the least common humber 21.
These figures depend not only on how many birds there are but
alzo on the propsnsity of the bird to sing {(e.9. Tennscssee
Warbleri, the habitat {(Toronto Parks do not attract many
HWaterihrushes), and the geographical location of our study.
Therefore it is more important to note whether a species is
Becomming mors or less commbhn over the years than to note where
it stands in the heirarchy.

There are eight wmors years of data to compile for the intervening
v2ars 1976 to 1283, (counts were not taken in 1985 and 1924) and
it will be =sasisr to tesll if any species has increased or
decreased comparsd to ths others when that work is completed.

However some trends are alrs=ady emerging. The Tennescsees Warbler
has become much more commen since the study began in

1270, improving its position in the heirarchy from 15th to 1st.
Mashvilles have +fallaen since 1973. Magnolias, Black-throated
Blues and Blackpolls have changed thier position very little
over the vears. Falm, Marthern Waterthrush, and Mourning remain
amoung the lsast seen on our plots. The erratic performance of
the Yellaw- rumped is probably due to large numbers moving
through our area besfores our counts begin on some years. In a
similar way we almost missed the Blackpolls in 1984 because the
migration was so late,

CGRDER OF ABUNDAMCE
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Maznolls b c] 11 3 2 S 4 =] 2
C.ray 20 Z3 18 i7 20 16 17 13 14
B-t Elue g g i0 12 12 11 14 15 ?
el -rump z 11 1 3 17 2 & 1 7
B-t Gresn 13 = 3 i0 = 3 12 4 11
Bl burn 11 = 7 7 10 12 11 10 &
C.-sided 1 2 G 2 4 38 8 7 2
Bay-br 16 12 15 4 =) 17 10 & S
El’poll i4 15 11 15 15 15 21 14 17
Palm 1a8 2% 20 21 21 20 20 18 21
Ovenbird 10 i0 14 13 7 7 =} @ a
M., W the, 17 12 12 12 18 18 18 21 13
Mourning 21 17 z21 20 12 21 19 20 20
C. Y thr. 4 13 17 & 14 13 9 12 14
Wilson's 1% 14 13 18 16 1% 1& 17 19
Carnadsa 1z 4 12 14 8 i4 15 168 1S
A, Reds ) 1 & S i g 7 3 4
OTHER WARBLERS SEEN
were notsed by the participants. bNone
toc warrant itnclusion in

out

the following



Sozoiss Mumber Date Area
(1988)
Blue-wingsd Warbler 2 May 9 FRosedale Valley
1 May 14 Wychwood Park
Golden-wingsd Warbler 1 May 16 Rozedale Valley
Marthern Parula 1 May 12 Rosedale Valley
1 May 14 Rosedale Valley
1 May 16 Rosedale Valley
1 May 20 Wychwood Park
Pins Warbler 1 May 19 Rosedale Valley
1 May 21 Rosedale Valley
1 May 19 Wychwood Park
Kentucky Warbler 1 May 20 McCowan Park
1 June 2 Unwin Ave.
1
SUMMARY
Counts were madse of 2¢ species of Warblers plus three other
nasserine species on the mornings from May 1st to June Sth 19388
orn =ix study areas in Meiropolitan Toronto,

Though
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The sveradls number of birds per visit was compared with similar
averages talien in the years 1970 to 1975, 1984 and 1987,

tzre has been small filuctuations from year to vear thes t

hzz b 1w downward, wiilh a drop of about onhe third in
the n warblers visiting our study areas from 19270

19022

to the

maps o#

were plotted anga a araph

of the migration. Th
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given of the
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The order of abundance of each species aof warbler for each of
N N
the vears of the study was set out in a chart.
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